
“How can I [understand], unless someone guides me?” 
Acts 8:31 
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A Christian discusses miraculous gifts with a 
Pentecostal friend. Bible verses and accompanying 
arguments are volleyed back and forth like a tennis 
ball in a Wimbledon final. Eventually, the Christian 
says, “The Bible teaches in Acts 10:34 that God is no 
respecter of persons. Therefore, whatever He gives 
one person He has to give everyone else. If you, or 
someone you know, can do miracles, then why can’t 
I? If God gives you miraculous gifts, but doesn’t give 
them to me, then He becomes a respecter of 
persons.” The Christian believes that he has placed 
the Pentecostal in a logical trap from which he will 
not be able to escape. The truth is, he has placed 
himself  in a trap by misunderstanding and 
misapplying Acts 10:34 and the other passages that 
affirm that “God is no respecter of persons.” Though 
the Christian is defending the truth about the present 
unavailability of miraculous gifts, one could say that 
he is defending it with a broken sword. 

The Fallacy of the Argument 
First, even during the first century—when 

miraculous gifts were extant—not everyone in the 
church possessed them. Paul rhetorically asked the 
Corinthians, “Do all work miracles?” (1 Cor. 12:29). 
The implied answer is “no.” If God, in order to keep 
from being a respecter of persons today, must grant 
miraculous gifts to everyone or no one, then He was 
under the same obligation in the first century. But He 
didn’t even bestow those gifts on everyone then, when 
miracles were actually being done. Did that make 
God a respecter of persons? Certainly not. 

Second, there are quite a number of blessings that 
God has reserved only for Christians. These are 
benefits that the Father does not give to everyone. For 
example, all spiritual blessings are “in Christ” (Eph. 
1:3). Is God guilty of being “a respecter of persons” 
because He doesn’t give the man outside of Christ 
the same benefits that He gives those in Christ? 

Consider a few of these blessings that are reserved for 
the faithful child of God and are, therefore, not 
conferred on the man living in sin: salvation (2 Tim. 
2:10), eternal life (1 John 5:11), the indwelling Spirit 
(Gal. 4:6), answered prayer (1 John 3:22), the 
continual cleansing of the blood of Jesus (1 John 1:7).  

Third, a quick scan of one’s material blessings 
presents a problem with the original argument. Do 
you possess the same materials things that your 
neighbor does? Do all have the same bank account 
levels? How does one explain that discrepancy if God 
must give everyone the same things in the same 
amounts, else He becomes “a respecter of persons”?  

The Meaning of the Phrase 
What, then, does the Bible mean when it says that 

“God is no respecter of persons” (Acts 10:34; cf. 
Rom. 2:11; Eph. 6:9; Col. 3:25; James 2:1, et al.)? 
Wayne Jackson writes, 

“A component of the original term is 
‘face,’ and the thought suggested is that the 
Lord does not regard the face, i.e., 
external features; rather, He looks into the 
soul...” (Jackson, 125). 

Robertson explains, “The idea is to pay regard to 
one’s looks or circumstances rather than to his 
intrinsic character” (Robertson, 143). This 
characteristic of God, therefore, refers to the fairness 
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God employs when judging one’s character. While 
men may judge others on the basis of lesser criteria, 
God judges all men according to righteousness and 
truth (cf. Gen. 18:25). “For the Lord sees not as man 
sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but the 
Lord looks on the heart” (1 Sam. 16:7). Affirming 
that God is no respecter of persons does not mean 
that God must give every person the same gifts, 
blessings and benefits regardless of their character. It 
simply means that God judges every person even-
handedly, fairly and by the same absolute standard. 
“In every nation anyone who fears Him and does 
what is right is acceptable to Him” (Acts 10:35). 

Conclusion 
As children of God we must always remain set 

“for the defense of the gospel” (Phil. 1:16). We must 
stand perpetually ready “to make a defense to anyone 
who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in 
[us]” (1 Peter 3:15). But we must be careful not to 
“twist” the word of God “to [our] own destruction” (2 
Pet. 3:16), but handle it rightly (2 Tim. 2:15). It is 
entirely possible to defend a correct position, but 
mishandle the Scriptures in the process. In the end, 
that kind of carelessness does not help the Cause. 

Defend the truth? Absolutely—but not with a 
broken sword. 
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The disciples of Jesus had gone into the city of 
Samaria to find something to eat, while Jesus 
conversed with a woman about eternal truths (John 
4:8). When they returned with the sustenance and 
encouraged the Lord to eat, he replied, “I have food 
to eat that you do not know about…My food is to do 
the will of Him who sent me...” (4:32, 34). 

There is not a person of any age that does not 
daily think about food. God created us with the need 
to eat in order to physically survive. Yet the Bible 
indicates that, as important as our physical health is, 
our spiritual health is infinitely more important. 

“Do not labor for the food that perishes, but for 
the food that endures to eternal life…” (John 6:27). 
“Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word 
that comes from the mouth of God” (Matt. 4:4). 

From these facts comes a sobering question: if my 
spiritual health is more important than my physical 
health, and I feed my physical body daily, then how 
much should I be feeding my soul? 

Jesus pronounced a great blessing upon those who 
“hunger and thirst for righteousness” (Matt. 5:6). Far 
too many Christians are living beneath their privileges 
and suffering from spiritual malnutrition because they 
have filled their lives with so many insignificant 
matters that they have no time to feed the only part of 
them that will live beyond this life. Tragic, indeed. 

Did you feed your soul today? EPEPEPEP 

All Scripture quotations in The Gospel Guide are from the English 
Standard Version (ESV), unless otherwise noted. EP 


