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“How can I [understand], unless someone guides me?” 
Acts 8:31 
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While vacationing in the piney woods of east Texas 

several years ago, I sat in a Wednesday evening Bible 

class listening to the discussion. One of the comments 

made by a student went something like this,  

“Historically in churches of Christ, we 

have emphasized ‘Scripture, Scripture, 

Scripture’ to our young people, but we 

have not emphasized having a 

relationship with Jesus.”  

Brethren have expressed this sentiment a number 

of ways over the years. One of the more popular 

manifestations of this opinion is found in the words, 

“I’ll take the Man, but not the plan.” Those who 

embrace this idea speak of the Scriptures as if they do 

not have much to do with one’s relationship to the 

Savior. At worst, some of the language implies that the 

Scriptures actually prevent one from having a 

relationship with Jesus. To put it candidly, those who 

denigrate an emphasis on Scripture and claim that it 

runs counter to having a relationship with Jesus simply 

do not know what they are talking about. Nowhere in 

the Word of God is “the Man” pitted against “the plan.” 

Note the words of John, 

“And by this we know that we have 

come to know Him, if we keep His 

commandments. Whoever says ‘I know 

Him’ but does not keep His 

commandments is a liar, and the truth is 

not in Him, but whoever keeps His 

word, in Him truly the love of God is 

perfected. By this we may be sure that 

we are in Him: whoever says he abides 

in Him ought to walk in the same way in 

which He walked.” (1 John 2:3-6). 

Does that sound like the words of modern-day 

misguided brethren? Did the inspired John encourage 

his readers to ditch the plan in the favor the Man? He 

clearly did not. As a matter of fact, he inextricably 

linked the two. One’s relationship with Jesus is 

dependent upon his willingness to be obedient to 

Christ in all things. It is through one’s acceptance of 

and obedience to “the plan” that an ongoing 

relationship with “the Man” is sustained. “If you love 

Me, you will keep My commandments” (John 14:15). 

“You are My friends if you do what I command 

you” (John 15:14). Anyone who desires a relationship 

with Jesus must be willing to place himself under His 

rule and authority (Matt. 28:18). 

It was Jesus, not preachers from the past, who 

defined a proper relationship with Him in terms of 

obedience to His commands. One cannot separate Jesus 

from His word. We are forced to conclude, therefore, 

that the cries of some to accept “the Man” but not “the 

plan” did not originate from a proper understanding of 

either. 
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A preacher walked by a house and heard someone 

inside using extremely foul language. It was the worst 

he had ever heard. About that time, a young boy came 

outside. The preacher stopped him and asked, “Who 

was that using such terrible language in your house?” 

The youngster said, “Oh, that was Dad. He couldn’t 

find his Bible.” 

Far too often the actions of Christians on Monday 

through Saturday tell a different story than their 

actions on Sunday. I wonder how many of us have lost 

sight of our responsibility to display the proper 

example of holiness every day of the week. Consider 

these passages: 

“Let your light shine before others, so that they 

may see your good works and give glory to your Father 

who is in heaven” (Matt. 5:16). In the preceding verses 

Jesus told His listeners that they were to be the salt of 

the earth and the light of the world (vv. 13-15). 

Followers of Christ have the responsibility to show the 

rest of the world what it means to be one of God’s 

children. Our conduct should light the way to Christ, 

not drive people from Him. 

“Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the 

believers an example in speech, in conduct, in love, in 

faith, in purity” (1 Tim. 4:12). Paul instructed the 

young preacher Timothy that he was to let the people 

with whom he daily interacted see through his speech 

and conduct that he was a believer and follower of 

Christ. We should offer no one the opportunity to level 

and sustain the charge against us that we do not act 

like Christians. 

“Likewise, wives, be submissive to your own 

husbands, so that even if some do not obey the word, 

they may be won without a word by the conduct of 

their wives—when they see your respectful and pure 

conduct” (1 Pet. 3:1-2). Peter affirms the great power 

that lies in the Christian example when he stated that 

Christian wives can win their unbelieving husbands to 

Christ through their proper conduct. 

1 Peter 2:21 affirms that Christ left us an example 

that we should follow in His steps. We should never 

act in any way that conflicts with what we know about 

the life, teaching and example of Jesus. The old saying, 

“actions speak louder than words,” is true. While it is 

good that we preach the necessity of being a good 

example, such preaching is quickly negated when the 

world looks at us and sees that our actions don’t match 

our words. When we send that kind of conflicting 

message, people will not pay much attention to what 

we say—even if what we say is right.  

In all circumstances, God expects us to conduct 

ourselves in a manner that is worthy of the gospel 

(Phil. 1:27), worthy of our calling (Eph. 4:1), worthy of 

the Lord (Col. 1:10), worthy of God (1 Thess. 2:12) and 

worthy of the kingdom (2 Thess. 1:5). EPEPEPEP 
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